
CIGCES  

I met Maarten de Wit in 1997 when I joined the Centre for Interactive Graphical Computing 

of Earth Systems (CIGCES) as a post doc. The CIGCES was probably the first university based 

GIS centre in Africa, and it was also my first introduction to GIS. My task was to manage and 

administrate the GOndwana-GEOscientific Indexing Database, GO-GEOID or more 

commonly referred to as the Gondwana database (de Wit, 1990, Wilsher, 1995).    

The Gondwana database played a major role during my collaboration with Maarten.  It led 

to collaboration with the BRGM (France), research papers, posters, a master thesis; it was 

also used to teach/introduce Maarten’s honours students to GIS and the database.  Lessons 

he believed to be the future of any geologist.   

The CIGCES was housed in a building on Upper Campus at the end of Ring Road (Muizenberg 

side).  It consisted of 7-9 offices, a kitchen, a big open space, 2 map rooms and a computer 

lab.  It sounds small, but in this space a lot of discussion, research, ideas and magic 

happened.  Maarten was in his office, but his presence was with all of us. He would put his 

head around the door of the computer lab, checking if we were all doing fine.  In the 

mornings he would drop off some biscuits or something sweet in the kitchen for all of us.  

 People I can remember during my time at the CIGCES: 

 Jessie Dann (American doing a sabbatical at CIGCES) 

 Joy Ghosh, a PhD student from India, finished in 1998. His wife and young daughter 

joined him at UCT.  Very colourful farewell in 1998/1999 

 Nadine Good, also PhD student, visited CIGCES from time to time in order to finish 

her thesis 

 Daud Jamal, a PhD student from Mozambique 

 Nicolas (supervised by Maarten and Aschwal), a frequent/permanent visitor at 

CIGCES, registered at RAU 

 Justine Tinker (Masters and PhD student at CIGCES) 

 Jacek Stankiewicz (PhD student) 

 Tshifi (Tshifhiwa Mabidi) – I think Maarten met her around 1999 and he played a big 

role in mentoring her and bringing her to UCT. Masters student 

 John Decker (Masters or PhD?) 

 Moctar was always around. Even when he left for De Beers he visited very often and 

was always part of CIGCES/AEON. He played a major role in a lot of the projects and 

also looked after the technical side of the CIGCES 

 Hielke Jelsma was around sometimes  

 Bastion also joined sometime around 2007 

 Danny MacPhee (student from the United States? Spending some time at CIGCES 
around 2002/2003) – his project was to create a tourist map:  How the Cape Got its 
Shape.  A fun project and Danny came to all of us for tips and suggestions.  

 
       MacPhee D., De Wit M.J., Armstrong R., Decker J. Gwada Q., Hassen N., Jelsma H.,    

Lindenberg N., Reeves C., Reid D., Rogers J., Seal J., Shillington F., Stankiewicz J., Thiart 



C., Tinker J., and Weeks S., (2003):  How the Cape Got its Shape: The geological history of 
the Cape Peninsula (folded map and guide). Map Studio (Cape Town), www. 
Mapstudio.co.za. 

 

Projects I can remember:  

 

 Collaboration with BRGM, they visited us and Moctar and I visited them twice to 

improve/enhance and produce the CD: “The Gondwana Metallogenic GIS”.  

 The Gondwana 10 “Out of Africa” conference.  We all worked extremely hard in the 

lab, Maarten popped in checking on everybody and supplying food in the kitchen. 

 The big project with the GFZ in Potsdam. Start exchanging of students to Potsdam. 

 Not sure exactly when the discussion on Earth Stewardship and the idea of AEON 

was born, I think around 2004.  Brainstorming and long and interesting discussions 

on Earth Stewardship; founder meetings. 

 
These are the dissertations and theses I remember: 
 
Ghosh, J. 1998. U-Pb geochronology and structural geology across major shear zones of the 
Southern granulite terrain of India and organic carbon isotope stratigraphy of the Gondwana 
coal basins of India: their implications for Gondwana studies. University of Cape Town. 

Good, N.E. 2000. Structural and thermal controls on basinal fluid flow beneath the Bushveld 
Complex and along the Thabazimbi-Murchison Lineament, Kaapvaal Craton, South Africa: 1-
431. Ph.D. 
 
Jamal, D.L. (2005). Crustal studies across selected geotransects in NE Mozambique: 713 
Differentiating between Mozambiquan (~Kibaran) and Pan African events, with implications 
for 714 Gondwana studies. Ph.D. Thesis, University of Cape Town, 365 pp. (unpubl.). 
 
Tshifhiwa Mabidi (2006):  Quantifying spatial association between mineral deposits and geology 
across three African crustal segments of different age, with implication for secular change in 
mineralization during Earth history. – graduated December 2006. 

Tinker, J. 2001. Stratigraphic and structural interpretation of seismic reflection data across 

selected sections of the Kaapvaal Craton (Masters thesis, UCT) 

Tinker, J. 2005. Quantifying South African uplift: using apatite fission track 

thermochronology and offshore sediment volumes to test the balance between denudation 

(onshore) and deposition (offshore) since Gondwana break-up. University of Cape Town. 

(PhD) 

Stankiewicz, J. 2004. African river basins: their present geometry and recent past as a 

framework for their evolution. University of Cape Town. (PhD) 

Gondwana database origin: 



De Wit, M.J. (1990). Gondwana Research: new breakthroughs – old supercontinent. South 

African Journal of Science, 86, 479-483. 

Wilsher, W. (1995). Distribution of selected elements within mineral deposits throughout 

Gondwana, with geodynamic implications. Unpubl. PhD thesis, University of Cape Town, 

South Africa, 258 pp. 
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